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Pig THIS DOCORENT CONTAINS INFORDATION AYERCHING THE CATIONAL COMPRISE ie 

-¥ OF YNY ONITZD STATES WITHIN THR NERGING OF TRE ESPIONAGE ACT 30 on 

fat U.%.€., 81 AND 82. AS AALGOTD, (1S FRANSTISSION OR THY REVELATION % 
OF ITs 1M AMY BANNTS TO 48 URASTHOUIERD PRESON t2 PRO- 


a = REFEREN"E COPY 


| ~ DO NOT CIRCULATE - 


‘I, The organization of the VP is still in a state of flux, and therefore 
only the most sssential facts can be pointed out here. 


THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


II. Command Structure and Main Branches of the Volkspolizei. 


1, Nominaliy, the VP is subordinate to the Ministry of the Interior, except 
for the border police which was assigned to the Ministry of State’ 
Security in May 1952. Actuslly, however, the nilitary units of the VP 
have always been controlled by the SCC through the system of the so~ 
called Sovietniks, i.e. Soviet officers who wear police uniforms and who 
have been attached’ to all VP headquarters and units, At present, the 
following headquarters of the VP exist: 


2. Hauptverweltung der Deutschen Volkspolizei (Main Administration of Ger~ 
man Volkepolizet) (HVDVP). 
The HVDVP ‘is headed by VP Gensralinspekteur Karl Meron, It is subordi- 
nate to the Ministry of the Interior and includes the regular and trans 
portation police. With the dissolution of the Laender and the formation 
of the so-called Verweltungsbezirke (administrative districts) and the 
recent transfer of the younger ‘age’ classes to the Kasernierte VP units, 
it is expected thet the strength of the HVDVP will decrease. At present, 
gh: ae about 57,000 men, including about 6,000 transportation police 
in the HVDVP, 
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Tauptverwaltun; Cer Leutschen Jrengpoligel Cain coninistration of the 
Sernan Border Police) CMLOP), 

The (IVUGP is headed by Vi Jeneralinspexteur (Lieutenant Goneral ) 
Yernann Jjarthnann. In Jay 1952, the border police was transferred 
fron the contrel of the TIVDVP anc assivned to the “inistry of Ctate 
Security. Tho border police numbers about 10,000 men, 
ftauptvervaltunc Masernicrte Yolspolisei (ain ‘dninistration of 
Kasernicrte Volkspelizei) CIVKV?P}, 

The UVEVP is heaced by YP Generalinspelrteur (Lieutenant Veneral.) harl 
Jeing loffmann. Prior to July 1952, this headquarters for EVP units 
was Imown as Uauptvervaltung fuer fusbildung ( ain administration for 
Training) (IVA), Ginee January 195¢, the strength of these units 

has increased fron approximately 54,000 mer. to 100,000 te 110,0CO men. 


Nauptverwaltung Geepolizei Ciain Administration of Gea .olice) (Vo). 
The }iVG is headed by VP Generalinspekteur (Vice dcniral) valdemar 
Yemer, The persormel of the sea police has increased from about 
2,500 men in late Vay 195] to an estimated 5,000 men in “ovember 1952, 


Hauptvervaltung Luftpolisei (“ain ‘cninistration of sir Police) CUVL), 

The UVL is headed yy VP Generalinspelciour (Lieutenant Jeneral) Heing 

Kessler. This VP headquarters has been in oxistence since 1951 as a 

NauptabbeLlung 2.d.¥, (main departuent for special assicnments) with- 
Vicial 


{ 

in the NVA, dovever, it cic not sake its 0.3 _ Apne arance belore 
the surmier of 1952, About this tise, the cr ‘anisatior of VP air units 
was started. “out cf the personnel of these units came from the BYP. 
This latest branch of the VPs has about 5,00C men, mest of vhom were 
assimned to the first VP air division, .Llot trainahs on about 50 
aircraft, mie: were celiverec by the Usviets, hee been uncer vay since 
ameonth, Tt is undetermined, whether tlyins personnel is alse being 


rho yf vem dy 


trainec in the 0.5.0.1. or in other satellite countries, Gowever, thir 
is believec to be 4 possibility. 


The of fLeilal orjonigetional set-up of the VP, wheresy all its commana 
neacquacters are nominally suberdinatec to the “inistry of the Interior, 
except for the border police, has teen usec for several months to 
canourtlase the jrowth oc the various wilitary branches of the VP into 
a notional army, & nucleus ror the linistry of “ational rorces was 


formed within the .inistry of Interior ir June 1952, This administrativ. 


avency. has zsrown to a strength. of about 1,700 nen, It is believed 


‘that the orsanigatvional preparation has prouressec to the point that 


only a formal acuinistrative act is required in order te estallish the 
WYP, iS anc iVL as army high camanc, navel dich comand ane air 
force high comand respectively and toe assiun them te the “Ministry of 
National Forces, It is not yet clear whether the border police will 
also be transferred from the linistry of Utate Security to the 
Jinistry of Untional forces. The appointment of Lt, jen. Yineenz 
Mueller, former 3G, XII vorps (last) Serman .ehraacht, anc of the 


‘chie?’s of the military branches of the VP as ceputs ministers of the 


‘driotr of the Interior indicates the trend of future cevelopnornts. 
army General 57°, Shtomerko, previously chief of tre teneral otaff of 
the voviet Army,vho may possibly suceced teuncral 7,1, Chuikev, and 
other Cilgheranking covict officers have been in ast Yer vany since 
suvsior 1952, These officers » and csnecially o.0°. ohtemenko will brin: 
their influence to bear upon the orcvanisation of Ghe national aruy from 
the VP ard will attempt to ensure what this latest sstellite army is 
areliable insiruncnt of Vessco, : 
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TIt. Kasernierte V olkspolizei. 
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Cf the three branches of the national ermed tees the KVP, the 
future army of wast Gernany, has nade the srectest progress 
recarding organization, personel strength am arns equipment. 

In comparison with the KVP, the sea police anc the VP air force are 
still of uiinor importance, 


ucve lopment. 


Po 


10. 


ll. 


In Lecenber 1900, LS so-called Volkspolisci iiens Lubaaian (VPus) 
were organigcd frou the 39 Yo! spoliac’ Dereitscharten (Pus) of 
specific branches of service an¢ 17 UP scheocls vtiich had been 
activated in 19L9. The vulk of this Parcs consisted of 2h roginont. 
ike co. binecearns units which avera.ed 1,700 nen each, ‘The renaining 
VPDbs were schools for tie trainin: of cfficers, service schools or 
supply units, This reorsanigzation was to facilitate the transition 
froa the orevious system of training: conductec at an individual level 
to training at the higher level of coubiredearns, The 2) re siment- 
like YPDs were unifernly organized, They censistec of infartry, 
artillery, reconnaissance, sisnal, enzircer, 47 artillery, mortar, 
Ass. anc tank units, iowever, because of the | lel sata ami im. 
adequate supply of heavy weapons, Little presress vas mace in core 
binecearus training in 1951, Nevertheless, field exercises of 
battalion level were observed ontsice wilitery posts for the first 
tine in the sumer of 1951. VUonmponent eleuents of the VeDs rotated 
to sumer trainin: camps in accordance with the Goviet pattern. 


In early 1952, the cecisive phase in reorganization of the VPLs into 
a fational army becgen, The following three staves of development 
orior to June vere noted: 

In January, the regis wont~Like’ WB is vere reorsanisgod in orcer to 
establish the orvsaniszational framework: for tae forietion of Civisions, 
In varch, a recruiting caupaign was started to increase the personnel 
of the 24 reginent-Like VPUs up to a etrenith ee for cacre divi- 
sions, At first, this campaign was rather unsucesssful, but later it 
was more sucec saful. : 

Ae Bas the voviets bear to ship heavy weanons includini: artillery 
pieces, tanks anc oP suns to cast derunny te equip adequately the 
vacre oy ivistous, 


In this way, 2) cadre divisions with an averace personnel stren:th 
of 3,000 mien cuch wore established prior to late June. At this tice, 
each of these cacre Civis ions consistec of: 3 infantry cacre regi~ 


nents, an artillery unit of 5 battericss = tase and SP gun _ 
bactalion of 3 companies; unc special’ recor nalosance, gi: nal, on ircer 
and Aida. companies (Concerabteilunzen). iach of the 72 infantry resis. 
ments had an av artillery and a mortar coupeny. In late June 1952, 
the total number gi canits ana SP suns available asountec to about 20 
A total of about 35,000 nen was recruited afler Varch 1952 and vrior 
te July. Thus, the total strength of all VPL units ane schools in~ 
creased froa approxiuately 5),,000 to 90,000 nen, 


In. July, the WA was redesi:nated [VIN wimultancously, the VPDs 
were redesipnatec KVPDs. This new eo dinice revealed the anount 
of protress achievec by the establishnent of the ‘inistry of National 
Porces in mid-June. 
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“he method of uniforuly equipping anc bringing up to strencth cll 

2h cadre divisions as observed prior to late June was later undified 
in Savor of concentrating: on so.ie divisions by exploiting all means 
available. The oncretion is cirected by the headquarters Armco 
gYuppe “ord established in Pasevallk, the: Prenglau, Pasewalk, “!cesin, 
tor eLlow areas and the Frore arca on Reegen Island were establishec as 
quarterin: areas of the units concerned, wy transferrin: personnel 
fre: alnost 21] the cadre Civisions in existence, Lhe Wacecvruppe ! ord 
fas ureught toe a total strencth of about 50,000 nen by late venternber, 
The arms and equipment required were delivered in August and Lentenber 


Y 


by the U.0.u.—P, which furnishec arnored vehicles, artillery pieces, 


‘prine movers ant also sone eter vehicles, while most of the velicles 


vero furnished by the fast Ferman econony, «at oresent, the /rriee= 
sruppe Derd consists ef three fvll-stren:th Civisions onc arm Lroons.. 
-ach of the tiree divisions in Yrenzlau, ggesin and Prora is ct pro- 
gent strongcer than a Soviet mochanized Civision. It is therefore well 
possivle that cadre serson.el for the o sanisation of accitionel units 
may be available fria. these three civisions, The organizetion anc the 
training of the divisions nertioned are not complete, because the 
nunercus neteroencously composed continzents anc he raw recruits had 
to construct winter quarters ond, therefore, could rot receive re ular 
training. Several scuunion firws have alse been working on the troop 
quarters in order to camplete the work before the beginning of wirter. 
Therefore, it is expected that truinim; will be intensified curing, tne 
coming winter in order to make up for the loss of tine. It is believed 
that several huncred Soviet instructors, who have been preparec for 
their missions in special courses anc a sizeablo portion of whom has 
alreacy becr attached to headquarters anc units of Armeegruppe Nerd, =414 
Supervise the earefully prepared schecile for a familiarization trainin; 
sourse with mew veviet weapons in order thet it will be comple ved iby 
spring 1953, 


eS all efforts verc centered on tae activation of Arneecrunne - ord, 
orior to late wepteuber, the cacre divisions Loca ed in ctuer avecs 
of cast Jornany were consicernbly veahened, There are reasonable 
incications that these Givisiions are to be veinforcec asain anc serced 
into larcor units. After the spring of 3°53, it must therefore be 
expected that two aucibional Ar.eesrupsen wil be organized in the 
central and southern sections of last qornainy respectively,, 


Present OLatus, 


Vis 


The viust ivportant resulta of the tevelopuont observed so ar aro as 
Fy 7 7 pyre « : 
follows: 


a. «it present, the wtli‘ary units of the KypP number appr oxiuately 
100,000 tc 110,000 armed nen, ‘ost of tie now soviet veacons 
including about COO tanks and OP guns, 150 armored scout cers 
ang personnel carrisrs anu more than 1,300 artillery picces arti 
mortars were delivered to fymeceruppe Lord, As it was not poscible 
to couplete all of thoéonstruction projects for Armeesruppe lord 
vefore the unusually varly beginning of winter weather, numerous 
units of Armeesrunpe Nord had te be noved in Late October ard carly 
Pevenver, to vacant winter quarters, This movement occurrec: varti- 
cularly in Vaxony. 


Sohn? . 
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tb. Preparations for establishine a conprehensive reeruiti yy ane 
repiacenent system are nearing coupletion, “his organisation 
has boen completed up te tne Kreis level, ard it is expected 
that the oresent recruiting commissions may be converted to 
official Kreis craft boards at any time, uy transierring the 
younger year classes fron the VP te the OVP, the “ast Gernan 
Gevernnent has found a way of bringing the EVP to full per~ 
sonnel strength without being obliced to institute universal 
nilitery service, ‘ general recruiting campaiwn for the [PY alec 
continues, It is the ain of the ‘ast Jerner autierities to 
asSivn as many trainee soldéiers with war experiance os nossivle 
te the nowly activated units of the IVP, 


¢, The new uniforms and grade insignia introduced on 6 Cetober 1952, 
a day before the military parade in Jerlin, reveal the procressii:: 
Sovictigation and the military character of the KVP, 


c,. The .inistry of Uational vorees consiuted of 1,200 men in late 
veptenber, anc forms tie central comaund headquarters, 


Slans for the Pubure. 


15. It is believed that in the winter of 1992/1903, the main effort 
Will be centered on an intensive training of the full-strength 
units anu the cadre divisions. 4y the summer of 1953, these full- 
strength divisions anu army troops cf Armeesrunpe Cord mav be con= 
sicerec as being capable of limited military onerations, The oxpecte:’ 
fornation of further Armeesrupnen, which would necessitate the con- 
centration of personnel anc equipment in specific assembl;; areas sfter 
the pattern observed with Armeesruppe lord, will probabl: require the 
deactivation of sore of the original 2) cacre divisions, One of these, 
me RVPD in Cuedlinburg, was ceactivated in early Septenper 1952, 
There are indications that other umits in the area of tw previous 
Laomer of Gaxony and Thuringia will be deactivated, The tywc cadre 
Civisions in Leipaig have probably veen mer.ed into one single unit. 
Tt also appoars that new units are being or c‘anizec in other districts 
such as in the area snuth of Chemnitz. All these observebions inci~ 
cate taat changes in the organisation anc Cistribvtion of KVP units 
will continue to occur until the “etional army has becn ceLinitely 
established, On the assumption that the previously obsorved tempo 
in the organization of now NVP units will be continued anc that the 
oeviets will so on supplying ars at the present rate, evout three 
Apneesrup zen ana > te 12 full-stiength divisions may be xpected to 
bo in existence by the fall of 1953, .hether universal :ilitary servic 
will be proclaimed in Unst sermany in the fall of 1953 vill not GEDeN 
on personnel requircnerts but on political factors, 


IV. Conclusion, 


The projress wace in the conversion of the KVP into a standing army re-~ 
presents the ost inpertant and conspicuous increase in the military 
potential Witch the satellite states achieved in 1°52, This covelopment 
proceeued ab a speed speatly surpassing the procress of rearmanent nade 
by the satellite states curing t-e period from 1°L6 to 1952. “he full 
itiligation by “ast Gernan authorities of their xo0l of about 2,5 illiea 
men fie Jor milicvery service, of when about 1,2 aillions belon:: te the 
19LE throush 193° classes, will iake it possible to maintain a ailitery 
esta lishnent of corsicerable strength arc sinulteneousiy to ircin reser 
Viste anc to cencuct an intonsive preszilitary trainin’ pro ran in 
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orcanigations expressly esta!-lished fer that purpose. «ALineuin none 
of the units of the KVP is ready for emoloynent at nresent, 3 vartially 
trainee full-strength divisions will be available in the summer of 

1953, and 6 to 9 mere divisions will be being eryanised., 


ea ater 
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